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Stanovisko k podpore zakladného vyskumu

Na zadklade dokumentov AV CR, komunikacie s nadimi ¢&eskymi kolegami
a spolupracovnikmi a informacii v médiach mame pocit, Zze je naSou moralnou
i profesionalnou povinnostou vyjadrit sa k situdcii, ktord vznikla vo vztahu
k zékladnému vyskumu a najméa k zékladnému vyskumu v Akadémii vied Ceskej
republiky.

Civilizac¢ny, spolocensky a ekonomicky pokrok je nemyslitelny bez pokroku
poznania. V celej novodobej historii sa pokrok poznania uskutoChuje najma
vdaka tomu, co nazyvame zakladnym vyskumom. K pokroku poznania
prispievaju aj podnety z vyroby, avsSak tieto v Ziadnom pripade nikdy nenahradili
a ani principidlne nemo6zu nahradit slobodny zakladny vyskum.

Kratkozraké, jednoduché a zjednodusSujuce Uvahy o nepatricnej redukcii
zakladného vyskumu a nepatricnej a najma nejasnej podpore tzv. aplikovaného
vyskumu moézu viest k dlhodobému poskodeniu spolo¢nosti vo vsetkych
oblastiach jej Zivota.

Mozno pomoze pripomenut, Zze financovanie vedy v USA sa uz od konca druhej
svetovej vojny riadi zdsadami, ktoré vypracoval pre prezidenta Roosvelta Dr.
Vannevar Bush - Science The Endless Frontier, A Report to the President by
Vannevar Bush, Director of the Office of Scientific Research and Development,
July 1945, http://www.nsf.gov/od/Ipa/nsf50/vbush1945.htm. Tento dokument
velmi jasne charakterizuje poslanie, vyznam a nezastupitelnost zakladného
vyskumu pre Stat, spolo¢nost a ludstvo.

Politici a ti, ktori maju finanéni moc, by nemali konat nekvalifikovane vo vztahu
k zédkladnému vyskumu. Nikdy by nemali zneuzit svoje postavenie v prospech
kratkodobych politickych cielov a v neprospech spolo¢nosti a pokroku.
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PiSeme toto stanovisko s pohnutim a obavami. Aj preto, lebo vieme, Ze Ceska
geofyzika je na Spickovej medzindrodnej Urovni a niektori kolegovia patria medzi
absolutne najlepsSich na svete vo svojich problematikach. Celé roky im tak trochu
ich vynikajucu droven v dobrom zdvidime a teraz sa ndm nechce verit, Ze by
tychto Iudi niekto obmedzoval v ich vedeckej tvorbe.
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Dodatok: Uryvok zo spravy dr. Vannevara Busha
The Importance of Basic Research

Basic research is performed without thought of practical ends. It results
in general knowledge and an understanding of nature and its laws. This general
knowledge provides the means of answering a large number of important
practical problems, though it may not give a complete specific answer to any one
of them. The function of applied research is to provide such complete answers.
The scientist doing basic research may not be at all interested in the practical
applications of his work, yet the further progress of industrial development would
eventually stagnate if basic scientific research were long neglected.

One of the peculiarities of basic science is the variety of paths which lead to
productive advance. Many of the most important discoveries have come as a
result of experiments undertaken with very different purposes in mind.
Statistically it is certain that important and highly useful discoveries will result
from some fraction of the undertakings in basic science; but the results of any
one particular investigation cannot be predicted with accuracy.

Basic research leads to new knowledge. It provides scientific capital. It
creates the fund from which the practical applications of knowledge must be
drawn. New products and new processes do not appear full-grown. They are
founded on new principles and new conceptions, which in turn are painstakingly
developed by research in the purest realms of science.

Today, it is truer than ever that basic research is the pacemaker of
technological progress.
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